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A long weekend for singers and players 

Thursday 23 to Sunday 26 September 2010

Athens is often referred to as the cradle of Western civilization and democracy; its landscape is generously littered with monuments that remind us of its artistic and cultural heritage.  It was home to Plato’s Academy and Aristotle’s Lyceum and is dominated by the Parthenon.  Additionally, there are many monuments that attest to Athens’ diverse history, from Roman to Ottoman times, as well as more recent additions resulting from the Olympic Games held here in 2004.

The popularity of previous trips to Florence, Barcelona, Venice and Rome has led to Sing for Pleasure’s trip this year to Athens, where we will be working on that most British of works, Messiah by Georg Freiderich Handel.

The trip is again being organised in partnership with the John Lewis Partnership Music Society, and members of its orchestra, The Cavendish Ensemble, will be joining us whilst welcoming other guest players to its ranks.

[image: image2.jpg]



We will be staying in Glyfada, 30 minutes from the city centre on the tram system built for the 2004 Olympics, combining ready access to the sights of the city with the beachside attractions of this rather chic coastal resort.  Our hotel, the 4 star Best Western Hotel Fenix provides endless possibilities for leisure activities and entertainment; the majority of the rooms have balconies, most of which overlook the Saronic Gulf. Amenities include a restaurant serving a wide range of International cuisine, the magnificent Rotonda Bar and an outdoor swimming pool.  The beach is a couple of minutes walk away and Glyfada boasts a bustling and cosmopolitan shopping centre, marinas, beaches and an enormous variety of nightlife.
  A full summary of the hotel’s facilities may be found on its website www.bestwestern.com then search for Athens.
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Manvinder Rattan - Director

Manvinder is Musical Director of the John Lewis Partnership Music Society, which includes Voices in Partnership, The Cavendish Singers and The Cavendish Ensemble. Under his direction, The Cavendish Singers have recorded two discs and won The Limerick Church Music Competition in 2000 and The Verona International Choral Competition in 2002. As well as his choral conducting studies with SfP, Manvinder has studied orchestral conducting with Colin Metters, John Farrer and Neil Thompson.  He is Head of Conductor Training at Sing for Pleasure and is in demand for Conducting and Singing workshops around the country and abroad as well as festival and competition adjudication.  He is also in demand as a ‘one-piece soloist’ for the Adhaan from Karl Jenkins Armed Man Mass.

Urszula Weber - Tutor
Urszula (Ula) is a talented choral conductor, freelance choral animateur, singer, teacher trainer and classroom music specialist. Formerly a primary school teacher, she is now the Vocal Projects Manager with Sandwell Youth Music and Project Leader for Ex Cathedra Education’s projects including the nationally acclaimed Singing Playgrounds.  She runs summer schools for gifted and talented young singers in Derby and is a popular tutor Sing for Pleasure’s conductor training programme.  Ula currently conducts the Sandwell Youth Choir and is often invited to guest conduct at choral events across the country.
 
Pre-trip rehearsals

We will be performing a concert as part of the event and we ask all performers to prepare thoroughly beforehand so that we can achieve the highest standard possible.  Music and voice specific CDs, the cost of which is included in the price, will be sent out in good time to allow for personal preparation and we will be holding a choir rehearsal at the John Lewis Head Office, Victoria, London to which all singers are welcome on Saturday 18th September 1000-1600.  Solos – any participant wishing to apply to sing solos should contact Sing for Pleasure (see below) and an audition may be scheduled.

Trip Timetable

Thursday 23 September

2000
 
Dinner at the hotel

Friday 24 September

0900

Separate Choir & Orchestra rehearsals

1100

Coffee

1130

Rehearsals continue


1300

Lunch at participant’s leisure

1400

Rehearsals continue

1600

Tea and leisure time

Saturday 25 September

Morning free

1300 

Coach to concert venue tba 

1400 

Dress rehearsal

1930

Concert

2200 

End and coach return to hotel

Sunday 26 September

1000

Coach transfer to Athens for tours of the Parthenon, its museum and the city

1600 

Coach transfer to airport for return flights to UK

Travel details

· Accommodation is available in a mixture of standard and executive single or twin/double rooms on a bed and breakfast basis.  

· Refreshments will be available during rehearsal breaks and are included in the price.  Lunch and dinner are not included except for dinner on the first night.

· Transfers from Athens airport are included and scheduled to connect to the following flights; BA632 from Heathrow dep 1150 arr 1735, returning on BA633 from Athens dep 1905 arr 2100.  Participants arriving/departing at other times will need to make their own transfer arrangements.

· The coach transfers to and from the concert venue, plus the Parthenon and Athens city tour on Sunday are all included.  

· All participants must provide their own travel insurance.

· The cost of flights is excluded in order to allow participants maximum flexibility as to where they travel from; several UK airports have flights directly to Athens.  

Costs (Per person)

In a single room - standard


£325

Executive 

£350

In a twin/double room - standard

£275

Executive 

£300

Non member supplement 

£25 

Non-members attending the event will automatically be enrolled as SfP members for one year at no additional charge. If you do not wish this, please tell the SfP Office.  For those booking single beds in twin rooms, the organisers will arrange room sharing.  Rooms will be allocated in the order in which applications are received.  If your preferred choice is not available, the organisers will contact you to discuss available alternatives. 

Applications must be received by 1 May 2010.  It is expected that this trip will be oversubscribed and that a ballot will need to take place, taking into account balance of voices and instruments.  Please do not book your flight until your place on the trip has been confirmed.  

Should an applicant need subsequently to withdraw from the trip, Sing for Pleasure operates a staggered refund policy.

We are pleased to offer an on-line application and payment facility for this event and it is our preferred mode of application.  Please submit a paper copy only if you are unable to access a computer.  For on-line applications, please go to the Sing for Pleasure website http://www.singforpleasure.org.uk/, go to events, look for Athens and follow the link to the application form.  Postal applications should be sent to:

SfP Athens, 11 Landscape Road, Woodford Green, Essex IG8 9AU Tel:  07957 838197 admin@singforpleasure.org.uk

APPLICATION FORM - LONG WEEKEND IN ATHENS AUTUMN 2010

Please complete a separate form for each applicant - please be assured that the information will be securely stored.

Full name as per passport including title___________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________

Post code___________ Telephone______________Email____________________________

Voice/instrument______________Nationality_________________DOB________________

Place of birth_________________Passport no_______________Issue date______________

Accommodation
Single bedded room - standard


( 
Executive (
Single bed in twin-bedded room - standard
( 
Executive (



Twin room for two people- standard

( 
Executive (



Double room for two people- standard
( 
Executive (
Travelling with__________________________________________________

Amount payable at time of booking

Full fee:

£_________

or Deposit:

£_________ (£50 per person, balance due by 1 August 2010)

Non-member suppl
£_________ (£25 per person)

TOTAL

£_________

The best way to pay is on-line through the Sing for Pleasure shop at www.singforpleasure.org.uk/catalog/Athens.    

Alternatively, please make cheques payable to ‘Sing for Pleasure’ or fill in your Credit/Debit card details below.  

Card number 



Start date
Expiry date 
Issue No* Security code**

_________________________
___/___
___/___
___
    ____

*Where present.   **The last three digits of the number that appears in italics above the signature on the reverse of the card.

Signature______________________________________________Date______
Wherever possible, please apply for this event on-line at http://www.singforpleasure.org.uk/.  Only applications for those without computer access should be posted to: SfP Athens, 11 Landscape Road, Woodford Green, Essex IG8 9AU.  Please let us know of any special requirements.  Registered Charity No 270384

